8                     KNOWLEDGE OF THE ATLANTIC  OCEAN
Karlsefni's people took a red shield and held it towards them. The Skrae-lings jumped out of their boats, and then they went against each other and fought. There was a shower of missiles, for the Skraelings had slings. Karlsefni's people saw that they raised up on a pole a large ball, like a sheep's paunch, and of a blue colour. This they swung from the pole over Karlsefni's men, and it made a frightful crash as it fell upon the ground. This caused great fear to Karlsefni and his men, so that they thought of nothing but running away, and they fell back along the river, for it seemed to them that the Skraelings pressed them from all sides. And they did not stop until they came to the rocks where they made a stout resistance.... Karlsefni and his people now considered that although the land had many good qualities, yet they would always be exposed then to the fear of war with the inhabitants. They decided therefore to depart and return to their
own country___When they sailed from Wineland they had a south wind,
and came then to Markland, and found there five Skraelings, and one was bearded. Two were females, and two boys. They took the boys, but the others escaped and disappeared into the ground.
Translation from N. L. Beamish, The Discovery of America by the Northmen, London, 1841, with some emendations suggested by G. M. Gathorne-Hardy's work already noted.
NO. 2. BRISTOL TRADE WITH ICELAND IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY From the Bristol Customs Records in the Public Record Office.
E. 122. 161/31.  Undated ledger, temp. Hen. VI.
The bark called the John the Evangelist in which Germanus Lynch is master came from Iseland the xij1*1 day of June and has in it
for Thomas Rowley, denizen, iiij lastes and a half of salt fish, value xlv pounds, subsidy xlv shillings
for the same, v lasts giltfissh, value xxv pounds, subsidy xxv shillings
for the same, j last and ij hundredweight titeling, value Ix shillings, subsidy iij shillings1
[The he of Bristol arrived from Iceland on the same day.] E. 122. 19/1. Ledger, i Ed. IV.
[1461.] The ship called the John of Fowey in which Hugh Davy is master came from Norbarn on this day [August 20] and has in it
1 The entries are partly in Latin and partly in English. For uniformity with other documents printed in this volume, the Latin is here translated, although not into fifteenth century English. Hence the discrepancies in spelling.